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     North Shore Church is faced with a marvelous opportunity for growth
and expansion. We can all recognize the limitations of the current building
structure which makes ministry unnecessarily difficult. "New Chapter,
Same Gospel" allows us all to come together to expand the capacity of
this church and its ability to reach new people and enfold them into the life
of our church. Would you join us on this spiritual journey seeking God’s
face and His blessing?

History {SAME GOSPEL}
     Did you know that North Shore Church was initially called “The First
Swedish Baptist Church of Menominee” when it first organized in 1887? In
our 136-year history, the church has also been called; “Broadway Baptist
Church”, “Thirteenth Street Baptist Church”, “North Shore Baptist Church”
and finally “North Shore Church.” Services were initially held in Swedish
by Pastor Ludwig Djupstrom and since then nearly 40 pastors have served
our church.
     The initial structure of our current church building on 47th Avenue was
dedicated in 1965 followed by a second addition, dedicated in 1974 and a
third addition, dedicated in 1994. Some of our “senior saints” may
remember several of these important chapters in the story of North Shore
Church, but no one currently here is even remotely old enough to have
been a member back in 1887. It is quite clear that most of our church’s
ministry throughout its history was done by people long gone on to
heaven. Let us remind ourselves of two truths. First, of God’s faithfulness
to his people here at North Shore Church and second to help us see that
we, who now attend and serve at North Shore Church, are living out our
chapter of a generation of people within a much larger church history.
     As you read this brief history of North Shore Church, it’s clear that God
has authored several chapters in the history of North Shore Church
(whether it is name changes, location changes, pastoral changes, or
changes in our current church facility) and we are just the latest chapter.
Although that should rightly humble us, it also reminds us that, just as
those who have gone before us, we too have a sacred responsibility to
labor diligently so that “our chapter” of this church’s story is fruitful and
God-honoring.

What’s Next? {NEW CHAPTER}
     With the building renovation, we have the privilege of doing something
that only a fairly small percentage of the people before us at North Shore
have had the privilege of doing. That is—give sacrificially to make
significant improvements to our building. Nearly 30 years after our last
major construction project, our building is in significant need of updating.
As currently projected, the price tag for our renovation will be $400,000.  
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WELCOME TO "NEW CHAPTER, SAME GOSPEL", CONT.

     The elders have determined that the church will not take on any long-term indebtedness, thus we will need to
raise these funds through our capital campaign. This renovation is a part of North Shore’s latest chapter;
therefore, we are calling the campaign the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" Campaign.
     Our Scriptural theme is from the New Testament book of Hebrews, chapter 12, which references the faith-
driven exploits of Old Testament saints. “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” The biblical truth
implied here as it relates to the campaign is self-evident. Like the first century saints who initially read this letter,
we do not exist in a vacuum of history. We are part of a long procession of saints found, not only in Scripture,
but also manifest in those whose names were at one time written, as ours are today, on the attendance and
membership rolls of North Shore Church. The immense responsibility we have today at North Shore is that we,
like those in whose wake we stand, are called to keep our eyes on Jesus, and as we preach and live the “same
gospel” they did to, “run with endurance the race that is set before us.” 

Our Prayer
     As we move through the various phases of the campaign, we pray that God will use US to write the next
chapter in His church’s history here in Menominee. A chapter that, by God’s grace, will one day be looked back
upon as a bright spot in the ongoing story of God-honoring, ministry-expanding service here at North Shore
Church (or, whatever it might be called in the future). May God give us the grace to keep our eyes on Jesus and
find inspiration in his faithfulness to many generations of believers from our church’s past for His glory and our
joy.

 August 10th, sixteen persons met 
in the home of William Franck and 
organized as a church. They voted 

to apply for admission into the 
Swedish Baptist Conference of 
Michigan- granted on Sept. 22, 

1887.  

NORTH SHORE CHURCH HISTORY
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Menominee, Michigan- a small group 
of Swedish believers in Jesus Christ 
first come together and were led by a 

shoemaker, M. Polson.  Reverend N.J. Nylander, a 
Swedish born missionary from 

Grantsburg, Wisconsin, continued 
the work. John Anderson was 

baptized on July 12, 1885. 



First service at the current site and 
in the new building occurred in 

March and the church name was 
changed to North Shore Baptist 

Church. The land was generously 
donated by Vernor Carlson.

 January 1st- Rev. Ludwig 
Djupstrom accepted the call as 

pastor. May- first baptismal service 
when four converts were baptized. 
Membership- forty members. In the 
fall, S. M. Stephenson presented a 
lot on 13th Street (across from the 
Menominee Middle School). The 

foundation for the church was laid in 
December. 

NORTH SHORE CHURCH HISTORY, CONT.

Services were conducted in 
the new building with the 
dedication being held on 

August 11.

In October, Reverend William 
Ritzen of Alberta, Canada, served 
during a very discouraging time. A 
total of thirty-one members left the 
church during fallout. But the Lord 
continued to carry on His salvation 
program through the church and 

others were added. 

The thirtieth anniversary of the 
church was celebrated during the 

pastorate of Reverend Axel 
Edwards. During the thirty year 

period three hundred persons had 
been members of the church, of 

which one hundred forty-two were 
baptized in her care. 

The name was changed to 
Thirteenth Street Baptist Church, 
because the City of Menominee 

changed named streets to numbers.

Differences of beliefs became an 
issue. The Pentecostal movement 
gained much influence in the Twin 
Cities area and within the Swedish 
Baptist Church. People chose sides 

and disharmony resulted.As a 
result, a number of members asked 

to have their membership 
withdrawn. 

Reverend John Olander of Port 
Arthur, Canada, shepherded the flock 

and saw the church reach seventy 
members, the highest it had been in 

the history of the church. The 
congregation also became debt free 

and made considerable 
improvements to both the interior and 

exterior of the church building. 

The church name was changed to 
Broadway Baptist Church, reflecting 

the street location.



The church turns 100, pays off the 
remaining mortgage, and becomes 

debt free.

 Church name was changed to 
North Shore Church.

North Shore Baptist Church plants a 
new church in Peshtigo, WI, Named 

Faith Baptist Church.

The church adds on to the building, 
becoming what is now the foyer, 
offices, library, elevator, and the 
current downstairs youth room.
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OUR VALUES

We are a church
 CENTERED AROUND GOD.

 
 We are God’s people, created to 

live for His glory, not ours. 
Because God is centered around 
God and His glory, we must be as 
well. Our lives and our church will 

orbit tightly around Him, His 
character and His revelation 

because He is the center of our 
lives and ministries. Paul says in

 First Corinthians 10:31, 
“So, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.”

We are a church 
DRIVEN BY THE TRUTH.

 
 As believers, we know only what 

God has revealed to us—in 
creation and even more 

importantly, in His word. We
are not free to think independently 
from God in how we work with Him 
to build and grow His church. We 
cannot glorify Him unless the truth 

of Scripture is our GPS. 
Jesus says in John 8:32,

 “ you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”

 

We are a church 
SHAPED BY THE GOSPEL.

 
HOW do we do ministry? We do
it humbly and boldly as people

shaped by the gospel. As Tim Keller
says, “I am so flawed that Jesus had
to die for me, yet I am so loved and

valued that Jesus was glad to die for
me. This leads to deep humility and
deep confidence at the same time."

 Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he

is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has

come.”



RENOVATION - FLOORPLAN



Secured children's area

Security system

Controlled Access

Check-in station

New youth area & youth director's office

New nursery/toddler area

New bathrooms

Bathrooms within the classrooms

New Warming Kitchen

New adult classroom & multi-purpose room

Improved flow/navigation to rooms

A/V updates

MAIN CHANGES:

RENOVATION - MAIN CHANGES



PRAY SPECIFICALLY 

COMMIT FULLY

GIVE GENEROUSLY

CHEER LOUDLY

- Pray for God to move in your heart to determine your part in following God's vision for our future. 
- Pray for your generosity to grow as you examine your heart regarding the gifts God has given you. 
- Pray for generosity to abound in the families of North Shore Church.
- Pray for the North Shore Church leadership and staff in ongoing decisions that will be made during
        the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision. 

 

- Commit to participating in the North Shore Church activities during the "New Chapter, Same Gospel"
- Commit to living more generously in all areas of your life. 
- Join us for the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" sermon series to fully engage, make notes, reflect on 
       the sermons, and open your heart to whatever God asks from you. 

 

- Ask God to show you what a generous financial gift looks like for you over the two-year vision. 
- Participate by giving generously to help reach our goal of $400,000. This goal is not beyond what
        God can do! 
- Submit your two-year commitment on Commitment Sunday, April 2nd, 2023.

 

- Own the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision. 
- Become ambassadors for North Shore Church in your spheres of influence. 
- Join us for Celebration Sunday, April 16th, 2023! 

 

WHAT ARE WE ASKING  YOU TO DO?



FIRST-TIME GIVER

I have never given to North
Shore Church. Today I am

starting my generosity
journey.

 

My step: Give a gift of any
amount to North Shore
Church for the first time 

 

CONSISTENT GIVER
I have given to North Shore 

Church occasionally, but today 
I will begin tithing regularly. 

 
My step: Determine how 

much my regular tithe will be 
(10% of my income) and 

when I will give it. 
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVER

I have been giving my tithe of 10% regularly. 
Now I am going to add an offering toward the 
"New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision - over 

and above my tithe.
 

 My step: Determine the additional 
percentage of income or one-time amount I 
feel God is asking me to give and when I will 

give it.
 

LEGACY GIVER
I want to give significantly above my tithe to  
make a Kingdom impact that will outlive me. 

 
My step: Consider assets I own that can be used 

to support North Shore Church’s Kingdom work in the 
"New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision.

 
 
 

WHAT TYPE OF GIVER WILL YOU BE?

We are all at different places in 
our generosity journey, and we 

value each person taking the next 
step as a disciple of Jesus. Where 

are you now and what is your 
next step?



PRIORITY BUDGETING

REDIRECT EXPENDITURES

INCREASE GIVING WITH TIME

GIVE FROM EXCESS

SACRIFICE EXTRA TIME

DONATE ASSETS

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE
DISTRIBUTION (QCD)

Many families will rearrange their priorities and give up something in their current budget to give more 
to the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision. For example, priority budgeting may mean postponing a 
planned expenditure such as a new car, vacation, home remodel, or other major purchases.

Often, families have significant short-term expenditures for special needs. One example is the cash
flow freed up when a loan term ends. Another example is a child graduating from college during the
years of the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision, which would allow them to increase their
commitment by giving what they had previously been spending on tuition. 

Some people receive periodic increases in salary or bonuses. Many of us are tempted to increase our
lifestyle to fit the higher income. In many instances, families will decide to commit a portion or the full
amount of salary increases or bonus amount toward Kingdom impact. 

Some individuals may have valuable collectibles, inheritance, savings, or other resources they will 
donate to the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision. 

Some individuals have extra time and are willing to volunteer in various ministries. Others choose to 
get a part-time job to be able to give more to the church. This is particularly true for families whose 
children are grown and away from home and for semi-retired or retired couples. 

If you own stocks, investment securities, real estate, or other investments that are worth significantly
more than the original purchase price, it may be tax advantageous to gift them directly to the church.
By transferring ownership of the asset to the church, the donor typically avoids capital gains taxes on
the asset's sale. (Please consult your tax/financial professional before committing this type of gift.) 

If you are blessed to have retirement savings/assets in a Traditional IRA and are 70 ½ or older you 
may be able to gift to the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision directly from your IRA income tax 
free. 
A QCD is generally a nontaxable distribution made directly by the trustee of your IRA to an 
organization eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. You must be at least age 70 ½ when the 
distribution was made. (This is not tax advice. Please consult with your tax/financial professional.)

KEY WAYS TO GET STARTED



3
REALLOCATE
RESOURCES

King David declared, "I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD
my God that cost me nothing." (2 Samuel 24:24 ESV) This is an
excellent example of the spirit of the generosity journey - if a gift
is for my God, the gift must have value and meaning to me. The
gift that will touch God's heart will first touch the giver's heart!     

2
REARRANGE
PRIORITIES

1
REASSESS
LIFESTYLE

Often, as you take steps in the generosity 

journey, it means joyfully giving up something in 

one area so that you can give more in another. 

Giving does not have to be in equal increments over the "New Chapter, Same 
Gospel" vision. You might be able to give more in the second year than in the 

first. As you think about your financial commitment to the "New Chapter, Same 
Gospel" vision, consider not just your current potential to give right now but also 

your future potential. It might be that you can make a two-year commitment in 
which 40% is given in the first year and 60% is given in the second year. 

CREATIVE WAYS TO GIVE

For many of us, when we think of "church giving," the first thing
our minds jump to is donating a recurring amount to the church.
However, the "New Chapter, Same Gospel" vision relies on
you growing as a disciple of Jesus, which leads to increased
generosity! When you set your heart on things above, financial
priorities take shape from your spiritual priorities.                         

One way to think about these priorities is through examining
your generosity journey. The generosity journey is the practice
of prioritizing giving in all aspects of one's life. A challenge to
this lifestyle is finding creative ways, boldly and prayerfully, to
prioritize generosity!                                                                   



March 12th – Official Campaign Kick-Off
April 2nd – Commitment Sunday (Pledge cards are completed and returned)
April 16th – Celebration Sunday (Amount committed announced & vote taken to proceed)
May 7th – First Fruits Sunday (Giving begins)

What’s my part? 
We want every regular attender at North Shore Church to ask one simple question: “God, what part do 
you want me to play in the accomplishment of our vision?” If every person will do this and follow 
whatever God leads, “New Chapter, Same Gospel” will be a success.

What specifically are we doing?
This 2-year campaign is focused on raising $400,000 for renovating the lower level of the church 
building to create a modern, secure location for our children’s & youth ministries. The current 
downstairs is badly out of date (take a look at the bathrooms downstairs and you will understand) and 
in need of significant updating. An all around better flow of the rooms will make the downstairs more 
welcoming and easier to navigate.

When will financial commitments be made?  
Sunday, April 2nd 2023 is set as the day of commitment.

How will financial commitments be made?
Financial commitments, over and above your current giving, can be made by giving weekly, monthly,
or quarterly over the next 2-year period. If feasible, you can also give your whole pledge at one time. 
Commitment Cards will be made available for each family to take home and pray about the amount 
you believe God would have you give.

Can my commitments be changed if necessary? 
Absolutely. You may either increase or decrease your commitment at any time during the campaign 
as the Lord leads. We ask that you notify the Treasurer who maintains these confidential records.

Will monetary commitments be made public?
We will publicly declare (and Celebrate!) on Sunday, April 16th the total dollar amount being pledged 
in a day of celebration. Individual names and individual pledges will not be made public.

When do I begin to give? 
Sunday, May 7th 2023.

What is the full timeline of “New Chapter, Same Gospel?”

What if I have more questions?
An in-depth FAQ sheet will be coming soon. Reach out to Ethan & Ali Linstad 
(EthanLinstad@gmail.com) or contact the church office with any questions.

FAQ


